LEADER OF HIS RACE

the same time, there is no good reason why every white man
who is not fitted to vote should not also be disfranchised."

From the foregoing correspondence it will be seen that
one of Booker Washington's many roles was to act as a
kind of plenipotentiary and interpreter between his people
and the dominant race. For this part he was peculiarly
fitted by his thorough understanding of and sympathy for
each race.

Theodore Roosevelt, immediately after taking the oath
of office as President of the United States, in BufFalo after
the death of President McKinley, wrote Mr. Washington
the following note:

[Copy]

Executive Mansion

Washington

Buffalo, N. Y.,
Sept. 14, 1901.

MY DEAR MR. WASHINGTON:

I write you at once to say that to my deep regret my
visit South must now be given up.

When are you coming North? I must see you as soon as
possible. I want to talk over the question of possible ap-
pointments in the South exactly on the lines of our last
conversation together.

I hope that my visit to Tuskegee is merely deferred for a
short season.

Faithfully yours,

(Signed) THEODORE ROOSEVELT.
Booker TV Washington, Esq.,
Tuskegee, Alabama.
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